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New Radiation Safety Staff
Member —Pleasegiveabig
welcometo William (Bill) Garner,
Radiation Health Technician|. Billis
our newest staff member, although he
hasmany yearsof radiation safety
experiencethrough hisNavy years.
Bill hascompleted hislab survey
trainingand will beseeingyouinthe

fidd now.

APPLAUSE to
Eva Kaplan of
the James

Matthews Lab -

Ms. Kaplan has been

cited for exceptional lab
management practices

and records-keeping

by GeorgeEllis, Radiation

Safety Office. Thanksfor thegood

work, help and cooperation, Eva.
-Bob Wilson

Correction
Potential Health Hazards

from Lead Shielding—There
wasan eror inthepreviousNewd et-
ter articleon lead shielding hazards.
Thearticlereferenced an OSHA
actionlevel of 20 ug/m?®. Our Occu-
pational Safety Manager, David
Hibbard, tellsusthat the OSHA
permissibleexposurelimitisactualy
50 ug/md.

Glove Etigquette
Tyo

% Supposeyou saw your doctor walk
\/C\ out of the examining room still wear-
Y inghisher gloves. What would you
think?

* Yuck !!!
§ Glovesareabarrier protection

ma nst tOXi C Cha'nl Cd S, rajl OECtive
6) &
% OF

materia and pathogensencountered
Dentists Asked to Eliminate

Y
K7

*

inresearchand clinica settingsand
must not bewor n outsidethelab.
Atthevery least, wearing them
outsidethelab conveystheimpres-
sionthat thewearer ismore con-

Lead-Lined Film Boxes cerned about her/hissafety then
yours. Attheworst, theweareris
spreading hazardsto unsuspecting

ATLANTA (AP) N _ colleagues. No oneshould hand-

Federd hedth officidsareurging carry itemsthat are contaminated on

dentists officestoget rid of lead-
lined boxes commonly usedto store
X-ray film, saying they poseadanger
to patients. Theboxescanleavea
lead powder that can betransferred
to patients mouthsfrom hygienists
fingersandfromthefilmitsdf, the
Centersfor Disease

the outsideinto public spaces.

Don’t touch that elevator button
or telephonewith agloved hand.
Use secondary containersthat are
clean onthe outsideto transport
materials, and keep aspare clean pair
of glovesinyour lab coat pocket.
Fromthe“ Safety Net”, Dalhousie

Control and University EH& SNewdletter, Fall
Prevention has 2001

WarnajH%lth 0 0000000000000
Ingpectorsin

Wisconsinfound Radiation Badges — We have
theshoebox-size completed switching radiation moni-
contanersin 18 toring servicesto ICN. If you have
percent of dentists

any left-over badgesfrom Landauer
at al, body badges, ring badges,
anything at al, pleasegather them
together and returnthemtothe
Radiation Safety Officeassoon as
you can. Thanks.

officesthey visited earlier thisyesar.
Theboxesarelined with lead to cut
thefilm’srisk of exposureto radia
tion. Advancesintechnology havecut
therisk, but thelead boxesare till
fairly commoninolder dentists

offices. Page 1



When Good Radionuclides
Go Bad

Itisimportant and inthe best interests
of theresearcher tominimizethe
amount of radioactivemateria on
hand inyour |aboratory at any given
time. Thisisinkegpingwiththe
Universty’sALARA commitment. It
isalsoagood reason for “weeding”
out old inventory since* good radio-
nuclidesgo bad”. Weknow you are
interestedin using only the highest
quality materidsinyour research. All
radiochemicalsdeteriorate over
time. Highlightsfromthe2001
Amersham PharmaciaBiotech
cataogindicate:
* decompositionisaccel erated by
freeradicalsformed asaresult of
theenergy released inradioactive
decay;
* compoundsof high molecular
specific activity decomposefaster;
* evendight deviationsfrom
optimal storage conditionsmay
accelerate decomposition;
* carbohydrates& amino acidsare
excdllent substratesfor microbial
growth, leading to contamination;
* dow freezing can acceleratethe
rate of self-radiolysisinagueous
solutionsof tritriated compounds,
* exposureto bright light can
increase decomposition.

Fromthe“ Safety Net”, Dalhousie
University EH& S Newsletter, Fall
2001

Radiation Badges

We have completed switching radia-

Itishardto believethe Christmasand
New Year’sHoliday Seasonishere

aready.

Weall at your Radliation Sefety Office
wisheveryoneintheentire UK
community avery

tion monitoring servicesto ICN. If
you have any left-over badgesfrom
Landauer at al, body badges, ring
badges, anything at al, please gather
them together and return themto the

Radizti . _
adiation Safety Officeassoon as “Merry Christmas

and
Licensed Operations

&ﬁm“\ | nspections
>~

Security —Keep labsand or radioac-
tivematerial locked whenever unat-
tended. Challengeany strangersasto
their businessinthebuilding or lab.

“Happy New Year”.

We had our state
radiation safety inspec-
tionsinAugust. As
expected, key areas
included:

Food Items—No food items permit-

: ) _ Radiation Safety Staff
tedinlabs. Thenew interpretation by

thestate agency isthat nofooditems  BobWilson  Director and Editor
may beallowedinthelabs. Any Fred Rawlings  Assistant Director
esting or drinking must bedoneinan SeorgFi'Elr:ls E‘:S" tggale‘t?m .

. : ave RICl . ecn.
areathat isphysically separatedfrom o W luic Rad. Health Tech, 111
thelabby wallsand doors. Jerry Schlenker S, Health Physicist
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